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Recession. Poverty. War.
These are merely a handful of
the issues the next occupant of
the White House will have to
deal with beginning next Janu-
ary. However, before any at-
tempt is made to fix the na-
tion’s problems, a president
needs to be elected, and that
process often proves to be as
complica ted as the presidency
itself.
Gov. Rendell originally sup-

ported Sen. Hillary Clinton
during the primaries because
of her experienc e. He said that
Sen. Barack Obama and Clin-
ton’s initiatives were “basical-
ly the same” but “Hillary pro-
posed better solutions to the is-
sues.”
Now that Obama is the pre-

sumptiv e Democr atic nomi-
nee, Rendell is supporting him,
but appear s to have some res-
ervations.
“I worry for Senator

Obama’s lack of experienc e,”
he said.
His reserva tions are not

keeping him from possibly
serving as secretary of energy
for Obama’s Cabinet, a posi-
tion for which he’s been consid-
ered. However, such an ap-
pointment could happen only
after his second term ends in
January 2011, because , as Ren-
dell said: “When you run for of-
fice, you have an implicit con-
tract.”
A candida te’s experienc e is

not the only factor that influ-
ences voters’ decisions.
“I think it’s true that people

vote for all kinds of reasons,”
said Joe Torsella, chief execu-
tive officer of the Constitution
Center. “But I think that when
you go into the voting booth
you should pick the person
that’s the best.”
Race has a played a big role

in this election, and the issue is
likely to intensify .
According to a recent Quin-

nipiac University poll, Obama
has “near unanimous support
from black voters,” and he
leads his presumptiv e oppo-

nent, Arizona Sen. John
McCain, in support from wom-
en and young voters.
Even though statistics show

that Obama has more support
from the black communit y
than McCain does, Mayor Nut-
ter said: “Sena tor Obama did
not get in the position he’s in
just because he’s African-
American.”
For the 2,437 voters sur-

veyed in Connecticut by the
Quinnipia c University Polling
Institute , 55 percent say the
economy is the single most im-
portant issue that will influ-
ence their decision in the gen-
eral election. The war in Iraq is
a close second (21 percent) and
health care is third (9 percent.)
Aside from economic con-

cerns and the war in Iraq, so-
cial issues such as abortion
and gay marria ge will have a
significant impact on voters’
decisions as well.
In terms of abortion, Ameri-

cans remain divided. Nineteen
percent of 1,783 voters sur-
veyed said that abortion
should be legal in all cases, 38
percent said that abortion
should be legal in most cases,
24 percent said that abortion
should be illegal in most cases
and 14 percent said that abor-
tion should be legal in all cases.
Democr ats support same -

sex marria ge by a small mar-
gin, whereas Republicans over-
whelming ly oppose same -sex
marriage, according to the poll
results.
Tom Koerber, co-director of

the Coalition of LGBTA Penn
State Graduate Students, said:
“For a lot of LGBT [Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-
der] individuals, the issue of
marriage is of the utmost im-
portanc e. As we saw in the last
presidential election, same -
sex marria ge was a very polar-
izing issue, and helped bring
many more people to the polls
in some states than originally
anticipa ted.”
Obama does not support full

marriage rights for LGBT cou-
ples, but does support civil
unions. McCain does not sup-
port civil unions, gay marria g-
es or gay adoption. i

By KIRSTIN CHERISE EVANS
Catch22

Dignified portraits of past and
present political figures decorate an
immense room in City Hall. As May-
or Nutter entered this room, he pre-
sented the same dignity.
As a former city councilman and

now mayor, Nutter is no stranger to
Philadelphia politics. Since his elec-
tion in November, he has dedica ted
himself to producing a positiv e differ-
ence in the city he now runs.
Reflecting on his victory,Nutter de-

scribed it as exciting.
“No one expected me to win,” Nut-

ter said, but he had been determined
to prove that nice guys can prevail.
Nutter’s inspiration to run came

from his experienc e as a councilman,
during which he witnes sed aspects of the city that
were in dire need of improvement. Althoug h the job
seemed overwhelming to him at times, Nutter said
he constantly reminded himself , “You only get one
shot to do this.”
Due to an increasing gap between the people and

their representa tives, Nutter believes in the impor-
tance of public visibilit y to gain the trust of the citi-
zens. He has established city cleanups, and he in-

tends to participa te in them, along-
side other volunteer s. In April, he
participa ted in the largest city clean-
up in Philadelphia to date.
Nutter also is dedica ted to commu-

nicating what his administr ation is
doing and why.
It may be working. A resident of

Southwest Philadelphia complained
about her neighborhood and the po-
lice.
“It’s horrible . . . the polic e don’t

do anything. It used to be a lot worse,
but Nutter has helped a lot. If any-
thing, we look to him [for assistanc e]
but not those police.”
The mayor hopes to improve rela-

tions between the police and the pub-
lic by increasing street patrols,
which is expected to lead to more in-
teraction between the police and the

communit y.
Hewants to be remember ed for serving the best in-

terest of all Philadelphians, especially in the area of
public safety.
“I care less about race,more about crime ,” he said.
Some elements of Nutter’s gun-control policy in-

clude the elimina tion of straw purchasing and the
prohibition of assault-weapon sales. i

Rendell gradeshimself onguvduties

Nutter’s vision of abetter, brighterPhiladelphia
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Ed Rendell has been governor of
Pennsylvania for five years and be-
fore that, he served asmayor of Phila-
delphia. Speaking to the Urban Jour-
nalism Workshop earlier this month,
Rendell gave us his own “report
card” of his accomplishments. He
was honest, too.
Gun control is a prominent issue in

Pennsylvania because of increasing
violenc e, especially in Philadelphia.
Rendell gave himself and his office an
“F” on this issue.
“We tried very hard to pass bills in

legisla tion, but the NRA [National Rifle Associa-
tion] is very effective in their campaigns.”
However, Rendell and his office did manage to get

House Bill 22 passed, which allows the purchase of
only one handgun per month per household.
The economic recession has been another critical

issue in Pennsylvania. Rendell gave himself and his
office an “A+” on this issue. “The economic plans

have worked very well,” he said.
Transporta tion is another battle

Rendell has had to fight over, an issue
for which gave himself and his office a
“B.” Rendell has put $25 million into
modernizing and making more se-
cure the state’s railroads and air-
ports.
One of the most universal problems

is health care. Rendell gave himself
and his office a “B” on this issue, too.
By 2009, Rendell promises, every
child in Pennsylvania will have afford-
able health care.“There is still more
work to be done because there are a
lot of people that don't have health
care,”Rendell said.

With research and studies showing the effects of
global warming , protecting the environment has be-
come very significant. Rendell gave himself and his of-
fice an ”A-“ on this issue. He said that when he was
elected governor, there was a plethor a of industrial
parks polluting the environment. Now,building an in-
dustrial park in a green area in Pennsylvania is pro-
hibited. i

Electingapresident isnoeasy task
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MayorNutter said he
wants to gainPhilly’s trust.
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Gov.Rendell gives himself
an “F” on gun control.
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